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Introduction

Taunton residents are proud of and highly committed to their city of 56,000, which is the county seat of Bristol 
County. In recent years, Taunton has substantially improved streets and sidewalks around the Taunton Green 
Historical District, the city’s center. Restaurants and stores surround the historic Green, which contributes to a lively 
and vibrant community atmosphere. In 2008, an $86 million expansion and renovation of the historic Bristol County 
Courthouse complex was undertaken.

Though Taunton is largely a car-oriented community, the City is encouraging more residents to walk in order to 
develop healthier lifestyles. The goal of the assessment was to evaluate walking conditions in the vicinity of Morton 
Hospital, St. Mary’s School, and the intersection of Broadway and Washington Streets. The area in which the audit 
was conducted is a quarter mile north of the Taunton Green.

The audit was conducted on Friday morning, June 26, 2015. The weather during the assessment was in the upper 
sixties with intermittent rain. A number of senior citizens as well as hospital and city staff attended the audit. 
Attendees are listed in Appendix A.
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Walking Environment

Taunton, founded in 1639, has a dense development 
pattern with narrow streets, and therefore is quite 
walkable. Many of the two lane streets have mature 
trees and flowerbeds, and several assessment 
attendees, including the WalkBoston team, 
commented on how attractive and clean the streets 
were, with the exception of portions of Adams Street. 
Hospital employees said that they were able to take a 
one-mile walk on their break without having to cross 
Broadway, a more heavily traveled street. Attendees 
also noted that cars were traveling at moderate 
speeds.

Walking Route

The walking route included a variety of street types 
– residential (Adams Street); a mix of residential and 
institutional (N. Pleasant Street) and commercial 
(Broadway and Washington Street). A more detailed 
description of these streets and recommendations 
from the audit attendees is below. For an explanation 
of terminology, please refer to Appendix B.

This walk assessment route was chosen based on 
resident input on local intersections and corridors that 
feel unsafe for pedestrians. Though no intersections 
on the route are identified by MassDOT as high-crash 
locations, there are high-crash locations near the 
Taunton Green a few blocks south of the route.

Taunton
Walk Assessment Map

June 26, 2015
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Map of walk assessment route

Overall Recommendations

WalkBoston’s primary recommendation is to improve 
the safety and convenience of street crossings. Along 
several streets, N. Pleasant Street and Broadway in 
particular, there are few designating crossings, and 
cars move quite quickly along these streets. Bolder 
crosswalks with markings and additional crosswalks 
on Broadway would promote greater circulation on 
foot. Additionally, adding a signalized crosswalk 
at Randall Street and Broadway as well as a curb 
extension is recommended. Finally, trash pickup 
along Adams Street would enhance this section of the 
walking environment.

N. Pleasant Street and Washington Street 

At this intersection, there are stop signs for vehicles 
traveling on N. Pleasant Street, but none on 
Washington Street. Because traffic on Washington 
Street can be heavy, especially during commuting and 
school pick up and drop off hours, pedestrians may 
need to wait a long time to cross the street. The City 
has already made some accommodations, prohibiting 
left turns from N. Pleasant Street to Washington 
Street from 3-5 PM on school days. This intersection is 
recognized as dangerous for pedestrians, in particular 
due to vehicle speed, which is facilitated by a large 
curb radius.

No left turns are permitted from N. Pleasant Street onto 
Washington Street from 3-5 PM on school days.
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Recommendations
1. Consider making this a four-way stop intersection
2. Repaint the crosswalks and add signage to 

highlight presence of pedestrians 
3. To help reduce the curb radius, lower vehicle 

speed, and improve pedestrian visibility, consider 
adding a bump-out to the northeast corner of 
Washington Street

Faded crosswalks at N. Pleasant Street and Washington Street

N. Pleasant Street

Pleasant Street provides access to the Morton 
Hospital parking lot and emergency room. The street 
is relatively residential; however, because there are no 
intersecting streets, traffic moves quite quickly, and 
crossing pedestrians must move with haste between 
gaps in the traffic. Additionally, both Adams Street and 
N. Pleasant Street experience moderate truck traffic. 
Some walk assessment participants noted truck tire 
markings on the sidewalk. During the time of the 
walk assessment, the parking lot was under heavy 
construction, and the sidewalk was blocked off to 
pedestrians. 

Also, the radius of the curbs leading into the hospital 
parking lot are very large, enabling vehicles to enter 
and depart the parking lot without slowing down.

Wide turning radius into hospital parking lot

Recommendations
1. Add fog lines along N. Pleasant Street to visibly 

narrow roadway and slow vehicles.
2. During hospital construction, use signs, cones, 

and tape to better delineate space designated for 
pedestrians when sidewalk is not available.

Pedestrians walking in the street during hospital construction
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N. Pleasant Street and Adams Street

This is a particularly wide turn that offers little 
pedestrian visibility. The southeast corner of the 
sidewalk tapers off at this intersection,and the end of 
the sidewalk is used as a driveway. Additionally, there 
is some confusion about where the property lines are 
on this corner.

Wide turn from N. Pleasant Street onto Adams Street

Recommendations
1. Add more signage so drivers are aware of 

pedestrian presence
2. Narrow the curb radius with a curb extension on 

the southeast corner

Adams Street

This quiet residential street has a number of poorly 
maintained properties, with vegetation growing over 
the sidewalk, thus reducing the right-of-way. Also, 
litter, including TV’s, and other refuse were scattered 
about. There were several water and gas standpipe 
covers missing along this corridor, which presents a 
tripping hazard for pedestrians.

Trash in front of a vacant home on Adams Street

There are several locations with overgrown vegetation along 
Adams Street
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Standpipe cover missing

Incomplete crosswalks at Adams Street and Church Street

Recommendations: 
1. Check if there is a city ordinance to require 

property owners to cut back vegetation growing 
over the sidewalk. 

2. At the intersection of Adams Street and Church 
Street where the Coyle & Cassidy High School is 
located, all four legs of the intersection should 
have crosswalks; currently only two of them do. 
Crosswalks should be painted on the north and 
east legs of intersection

3. Add black top to build up sidewalk around 
standpipe covers. 

4. Repair and maintain uneven and cracked 
sidewalks

Broadway

There are no designated crosswalks between Bradford 
Street and St. Mary’s Square. As a result, cars move 
quickly along Broadway and pedestrians hesitate 
to cross the street. There is a mid-block crossing 
between St. Mary’s School and St. Mary’s Church on 
the opposite side of Broadway. This crossing has only 
two parallel lines and is not highly visible to Broadway 
drivers.

Adams Street and Broadway
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A family crosses Broadway

Recommendations
1. Paint crosswalk between St. Mary’s school and 

church with ladder design and add STOP lines to 
increase visibility

2. Continue to incorporate pedestrian safety 
measures, such as the usage of in-street 
pedestrian signs, into existing Broadway 
construction and redesign plans

Broadway and Washington Street

This is a complicated intersection that has recently 
been re-signalized at the request of St. Mary’s School 
to improve pedestrian crossings. Pedestrians cross 
with an exclusive all-way WALK. However, the crossing 
at Randall Street and Broadway does not have a 
pedestrian indicator, and pedestrians crossing Randall 
Street are not very visible to drivers.

Broadway near Randall Street

Vehicles on Broadway make a wide right turn onto Washington 
Street

Recommendations
1. Add a signalized crossing for pedestrians at 

Randall Street and Broadway that is incorporated 
into the overall signal system at Broadway and 
Washington Street

2. Construct a curb extension on the southeast 
corner of Randall Street and Broadway in front of 
the Colonial Donut Shop to increase pedestrian 
visibility at this crossing and to shorten the 
crossing distance.
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Washington Street

Cars coming from Broadway onto Washington Street 
are often traveling quickly, making it challenging for 
pedestrians to cross Washington Street with ease. 
At the main crossing to the hospital, the crosswalk 
is painted a cracked green and white. This crosswalk 
should be freshly painted and perhaps with only white 
paint. Green paint against the grey pavement is not a 
strong contrast.

Faded crosswalk at entrance to hospital on Washington Street

The width of Washington Street allows cars to move quickly down 
this corridor

Recommendations
1. Repaint crosswalk to main entrance of hospital
2. Paint fog lines to narrow the street and reduce 

vehicle speed
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Appendix A: List of Walk Assessment Attendees

Name Organization
Shirley Brady Triad

Carolyn Eisenberg COA, Triad

Geraldine Feeney Triad

Kasia Hart WalkBoston

Dorothea Hass WalkBoston

Kien Ho BETA Group, representing City of Taunton

Tony Lionetta BETA Group, representing City of Taunton

Diana Martell WIC

Julie Masci Morton Hospital

Heather Rios Old Colony YMCA, Mass in Motion coordinator

Bill Schwartz City of Taunton

Collete Vettori Triad



10

Appendix B: Terminology

Below are images and definitions of the terms used to 
describe the walking environment in this report.

Crosswalk and Stop Line

Crosswalks can be painted in a variety of ways, some 
of which are more effective in warning drivers of 
pedestrians. Crosswalks are usually accompanied with 
stop lines. These lines act as the legally mandated 
stopping point for vehicles, and discourage drivers 
from stopping in the middle of the crosswalk.

Crosswalk patterns 
Source: USFHA

Crosswalk and stop line
Source: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/
ped_scdproj/sys_impact_rpt/images/fig16.jpg

Curb Ramp and Detectable Warning Strip

Curb ramps provide access from the sidewalk to the 
street for people using wheel chairs and strollers.  
They are most commonly found at intersections.  While 
curb ramps have improved access for wheelchair-
bound people, they are problematic for visually 
impaired people who use the curb as an indication 
of the side of the street.  Detectable warning strips, 
a distinctive surface pattern of domes detectable by 
cane or underfoot, are now used to alert people with 
vision impairments of their approach to streets and 
hazardous drop-offs.

Curb ramp and detectable warning strip in Woburn, MA

Curb Extension/Curb Bulb-out

A sidewalk extension into the street (into the parking 
lane) shortens crossing distance, increases visibility 
for walkers and encourages eye contact between 
drivers and walkers. 

 
Curb extensions are often associated with mid-block crossings
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Curb Radius

A longer curb radius (on the left in figure below) allows 
vehicles to turn more quickly and creates longer 
crossing distance for pedestrians. A shorter curb 
radius (on the right in the figure below) slows turning 
speeds and provides pedestrians shorter crossing 
distances. 

There are two excellent examples of the shortening of 
curb radii in Woburn, MA.  The first (A) is a low- cost 
solution using a gravel-filled zone between the original 
curb line and the newly established road edge.  The 
second is a higher-cost solution using grass and trees 
and extending the sidewalks to the new curb.  Both 
work to slow traffic.

Fog Line

A fog line is a solid white line painted along the 
roadside curb that defines the driving lane and 
narrows the driver’s perspective. Fog lines are most 
often used in suburban and rural locations, but may be 
appropriate in some urban conditions.

Fog lines delineate the vehicular driving zone on wide 
roadways.

(A) Gravel-filled curb extension

(B) Grass, trees and extended sidewalk in curb extension

In-street Pedestrian Crossing Sign

In-street pedestrian 
crossing signs are 
used at the road 
centerline within 
crosswalks to increase 
driver awareness of 
pedestrians in the 
area.  These signs are 
a relatively low-cost, 
highly effective tool in 
slowing traffic by the 
narrowing travel lanes. 
They are popular with 
road maintenance 
departments since they can be easily moved for snow 
removal.
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High-Intensity Activated crossWalk (HAWK)

A HAWK beacon (High-Intensity Activated crossWalK 
beacon) is a traffic signal used to stop road traffic and 
allow pedestrians to cross safely. It is officially known 
as a Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB). The purpose 
of a HAWK beacon is to allow protected pedestrian 
crossings, stopping road traffic only as needed. 
Where standard traffic signal ‘warrants’ prevent the 
installation of standard three-color traffic signals, the 
HAWK beacon provides an alternative.

Leading Pedestrian Indicator (LPI)

A leading pedestrian indicator gives pedestrians an 
advance walk signal before motorists get a green 
signal, giving the pedestrian several seconds to start 
walking in the crosswalk before a concurrent signal 
is provided to vehicles. This makes pedestrians more 
visible to motorists and motorists more likely to yield 
to them. Typical LPI settings provide 3 to 6 seconds of 
advance walk time.

Source: http://www.achdidaho.org/Projects/Images/
NewHawkSignal092209%20014.jpg

Source: http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/ped_
scdproj/sys_impact_rpt/images/fig34.jpg

Source: http://bloomington.in.gov/media/media/image/jpeg/13144.jpg


